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About Bhutan
where is bhutan?

T

he Kingdom of Bhutan lies hidden in the folds of the eastern Himalayas between the two giant
countries of China (Tibet) to the north and the Indian territories of Assam and West Bengal
to the south, Arunachal Pradesh to the east and Sikkim to the west. With a total area of 38,394 sq.
kilometers, Bhutan lies between 88° 45’ and 92°10’ longitude East and 26°42’ and 28°15 ’ latitude
North. Bhutan is a mountainous country except for a small flat strip in the southern foothills with
hot and humid summer. The valleys in the central and the northern parts are separated by mountains as high as 7200 meters.

why bhutan?
A Spiritual Nation

M

ajority of Bhutan’s landscape is maked
with religious landmarks and and these
characterize the kingdom’s history. Hundreds
of sacred monasteries, stupas, religious institutions, prayer flags and prayer wheels which
dot the countryside provide a strong infrastructure and atmosphere for the teachings of
their living faith.
On auspicious days Bhutanese families
make pilgrimages to monasteries to offer
prayers and butter lamps. National and regional festivities are major events for the year
round. The Buddhist world, thus, regards
Bhutan with spiritual importance as the last
bastion of Mahayana Buddhism.

A Rich Culture

A

ll Bhutanese traditions, arts and crafts,
ceremonies and events, and basic social
and cultural values draw their essence from
Buddhism. The tradition of fine art is alive
today. You can see many exquisite traditional
paintings in monasteries, Thangka and on
usual architectures like houses and fortresses.
Architecture is also a significant feature of
the Bhutanese identity. The combination of
engineering skills and aesthetic beauty is unparalleled in all frms, from the massive monastic fortresses to houses and bridges. Traditional shapes, colors and patterns on the walls,
doors and windows, place Bhutanese architecture in a class of it’s own.

A Natural Paradise

B

hutan is well known to the outside world for its
rich natural resources and its wise conservation
policies. The Constitution of Bhutan mandates Government must maintain 60% of its land under forest
cover for all times to come. Bhutan is also one of the
biological hotspots in the Himalayan region.
The Flora of Bhutan series has a record of 5603
species of angiosperm and gymnosperms including
579 wild orchids, 46 rhododendrons, and over 300
medicinal plants. At least 30 bamboo species have
been recorded in Bhutan till date. Close to 200 species of mammals have been recorded in Bhutan including some of the globally significant species. The
Royal Bengal Tiger living at 4000 meters above sea
level in Bhutan is an extraordinary finding and has
been recently documented on film by the BBC.
Bhutan is considered a birding paradise with
678 recorded species. At least 14 species are globally
threatened and ten fall within the restricted range.

The People

B

hutanese people are, in many ways, very unique. Many visitors commend Bhutanese for their
gentleness and friendliness.
More than 90 percent of the people live on subsistence farming, scattered in sparsely populated
villages across the rugged terrain of the Himalaya.
With rice as the staple diet in the lower regions, and wheat, buckwheat, and maize in other valleys, the people farm narrow terraces cut into the steep hill slopes. Bhutanese communities settled
in the valleys with limited communication in the past. It is for this reason that the sense of individuality and independence emerges as a strong characteristic of the people.
Despite small population, Bhutan has developed a number of regional dialects. The Bhutanese
are, by nature, physically strong and fiercely independent with open and ready sense of humor.
Hospitality is an in-built social value in Bhutan.
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Tariff

Tourist information

The Royal Government of Bhutan sets minimum selling prices for packages to Bhutan and this
must be paid in US dollars prior to arrival in Bhutan.
The minimum tariff for tourist visiting in a group of 3 persons or more are as follows:
•

Tariff set by the government until 31st December, 2011: USD $200 per person per night halt.

•

From 2012, the government has announced that tariff structure would be as follows:
March - May and September - November: USD $250 per person per night halt.
January-February and June-August and December: USD $200 per person per night 		
halt.

The minimum price includes:
• accommodation in tourist standard hotels and lodges
• meals ( buffet)
• all travel with a licensed Bhutanese tour guide
• all internal transport
• camping Equipment and Haulage for trekking tours ( tents, mats, meals, horses for luggage,
trekking staff)
The rates given above are applicable per tourist per night halt in Bhutan. On the day of departure, the ‘local agents’ host obligation shall be limited to breakfast only and any extra requirements
shall be payable on actual basis.
•

The rates shall apply uniformly irrespective of locations and the type of accommodation provided/asked for. Hotels and lodges for international tourist accommodation are approved and
updated from time to time by Tourism Council Bhutan (TCB).

Surcharges
Individual tourists and smaller groups of less than three persons shall be subject to surcharge, over

and above the minimum daily rates applicable, as follows:
• Single individual USD $40 per night
• Group of 2 persons USD $30 per person per night.

Discounts
a)

There shall be no charge for children up to the age of 05 years. However, children below 12
years accompanied by elders/ guardians is also exempted from the royalty on daily rates.
b) Full time students below the age of 25 years holding valid identity cards from their academic
institutions shall also be given a 25% discount (tariff is US$ 183.75 per day) on daily rates.
c) A discount of 50% on daily rates shall be given to one person is a group of 11 to 15 people.
100% discount shall be given to one member in a group exceeding 16 persons.
d) A duration discount of USD. 20.00 from the 9th night.
e) Visitors availing discounts under Sections a), b) & c) shall not be eligible for discount under d).

Visa Formalities
Other than Indian and Bangladeshi nationals, all visitors to Bhutan require a visa. All visas are
issued from Thimphu. Visas are only issued to tourists booked with a local licensed tour operator, directly or through a foreign travel agent. Applications for tourist visas are submitted by
the tour operator after receiving the total tour payment. Visa clearance from Thimphu must be
obtained before coming to Bhutan. Visa clearance takes at least 10 days to process. Air tickets
to Bhutan cannot be purchased without visa clearance. At your point of entry the visa will be
stamped on your passport on arrival.

Cancellations
Tour Programmes booked and subsequently cancelled shall be subject to cancellation charges as
follows:
• within 30 days of start of programme ~ no charges
• within 21 days ~ 10% of rate
• within 14 days ~ 15% of rate
• within 7 days ~ 30% of rate
• less than 7 days or without notice ~ 100% of rate
• after arrival in Bhutan ~ 100%

Delayed Arrivals
There is no charge for delays in arrival and departure because of weather conditions disrupting
flights or road blocks. The tourist must however bear the cost of food, accommodation, transportation, and other services required.
Note: INR (Indian Rupees) denominations of 500 and 1000 are not accepted in Bhutan.
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About Us
Introduction
Our aim has always been to provide exceptional travel experiences for our guests visiting
the youngest democracy in the world ruled
by a monarch like none other. We believe that
travelling in Bhutan should be stimulating, and
that it should give you an authentic experience
of the places you visit. We want our travelers to
relish the amazing diversity of places and cultures that Bhutan has to offer. It is one of the
least visited tourist destinations in the world,
which is also a home to some 700 bird species
and often called the last Shangrila. Our focus is
to ensure that your visit is not only pleasurable
but that you will always cherish for the rest of
your life.
Best of Bhutan
Best of Bhutan Tours and Treks is a Tour
Operator approved by the Tourism Council of
Bhutan (TCB) and a member of the Association
of Bhutanese Tour Operators (ABTO). One of

our strengths is our obsession with quality. We
firmly believe that our commitment doesn’t end
as soon as you’ve paid for your holiday. On the
contrary, it would have just begun. Whilst most
operators simply hire local companies to handle
the day to day operation of their tours, we manage it all ourselves. We have managers for each
of our key destinations around the country and
all our small groups are escorted by our own tour
leaders. Our local teams include highly qualified
and experienced guides, drivers, administrative
staff and contacts in the local community who
ensure that our adventures are active and involving.
Committed to Sustainainable Toursim
Right from the very beginning, we garnered
partnerships from the local communities of the
places we operate. These partnershipshave been
established to ensure that those local community
memebrs benefit in whatever services they can
provide. It ensures that we provide some means
for sustainable livelihoods for the people.

Responsible Travel Policy
Responsible Travel is twofold. It’s about taking people to the places they want to go in a safe
and responsible manner but also about respecting and maintaining the natural and often delicate balance of the destination. Economic gain
from tourism is often fundamental to a country,
but should never be at the expense of its culture
or the environment.
As travelers ourselves we are well aware of the
impact that tourism can have in remote places
and on small isolated communities. Therefore,
we believe that alongside cultural and environmental guidelines for staff and travelers’, giving
something back is essential.

Our Aims
•
•

•

It is our aim to provide journeys that
have minimal negative and maximum
positive impact on the places we visit.
We do not believe that, as visitors, we
should impose our own cultures on others; rather that we should experience
foreign cultures and appreciate them for
what they are.
Whilst it is our aim to show destinations
and cultures in a positive light, we do

not believe in papering over the cracks
or shielding visitors from the realities of
life. This does not mean, however, that
we condone or endorse certain situations or regimes that may be in place.

Our Objectives
•

•

•
•

•

We believe that we will achieve our aims
far more effectively if we involve local
people and organizations wherever possible.
We strive to recruit local people in both
office and field positions wherever possible. These members of staff are trained
by us and receive the same remuneration
as foreigners doing the same job.
Wherever possible supplies and equipment are purchased locally.
Wherever possible we avoid working
with large organizations, preferring to
work directly with local companies and
individuals.
Small, family-run establishments make
up a high percentage of the accommodation we use and where it is practical
but not intrusive we also stay as guests of
local families. Although generally more
basic, home stays provide an invaluable
insight into the local lifestyle.

WHAT WE OFFER
Walking and trekking holidays

If you have interests to explore and,
then trekking holidays and walking holidays are
ideal to experience Bhutan’s rich flora and fauna.
Trekking across different terrains in a far away
land evokes a spirit of discovery and offers a
totally new perspective on the country. At Best
of Bhutan, we have trekked in every nook and
corner of the country from 4,000-6,000 meters,
from the Snow Man trail trek in the east to the
Yak Herders trek in the west or the Thousand
Lakes Trek in Central Bhutan. We can tailor the
perfect walking holiday package for you, featuring plenty of wonderful sights, like the blue
sheep and the snow leopard and taxing enough
to give you a sense of achievement but not so
tough that it is unpleasant.

Cycling and Motor Bike
holidays

Travelling across distant lands on a cycling holiday is one of the best ways to enjoy an
adventure break and one which will leave you
with a lifetime of memories. At Best of Bhutan,
we have cycled and biked in every corner of the
country, from the breathtaking landscapes of
Bumthang to the mountains of Thimphu. We
can take you on the perfect family cycling holiday, allowing you to take in the many wonderful sights the country has to offer. Whether you
are a keen cyclist or just enjoy a casual bike ride
from time to time, we can take you on an adventure you will never forget.

Safari and Bird Watching
holidays

Safari holidays and wildlife safaris promise lots of
adventure and fun. At Best of Bhutan, we know

where the best safari holiday destinations are
and can help you go on the break of a lifetime.
At Best of Bhutan, we have been on numerous
safaris and bird watching trips, giving travelers
the rich and exciting experience they so desperately crave. We can tailor the perfect wildlife
safaris for you, promising a glimpse of some of
the most majestic animals like the Tuskers, the
Golden Langur, the endangered White Bellied
Heron, et al, on our planet.

Cultural holidays

One of the great things about life is the variety of different cultures, beliefs and traditions
which are found all across the globe. For many,
cultural holidays and sightseeing holidays are
the best and most interesting breaks available.
At Best of Bhutan, we know exactly what you
are looking for, from hot, spicy local food to
organic and continental cuisines to a visit to a
local astrologer.

Photography holidays

Every holiday you go on you take photographs
but for some the photographs are the reason
they go on holiday. Photography holidays are
tailored around visiting places which can be
captured beautifully with a camera. At Best of
Bhutan, we have been taking enthusiastic photographers to some of the most amazing destinations for many years like the age-old fortresses known as Dzongs to local community
festivals and the mask dances. We can provide
the perfect photography tour for you, taking
you on a trip that will provide a lifetime of
memories. Our holidays for photographers are
simply breathtaking.

Family holidays

What makes family adventure holidays so special is the fact that a group of people closer to

each other than anyone else can enjoy it together. At Best of Bhutan, we have been on many
family adventure holidays. We can tailor the
perfect family adventure holiday for you, taking you on a break that will provide a lifetime of
memories even provide a nanny for your children while you explore. Our family adventure
holidays are an amazing experience for adults
and children alike because of your stay in farm
houses and your interaction with the locals to
experience Bhutanese culture first hand.

E-mail: info@bestofbhutantours.com
bestofbhutan@gmail.com
		
bestofbhutantours@hotmail.com
Website: www.bestofbhutantours.com
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